ISSN0016-2084

frontier

Vol. 41 : Nos. 11-14 September 28- Dcmber 25, 2008 Price : Rs. 20

Founder-Editor : SAMAR SEN
40 YEARS OF frontier

AUTUMN NUMBER 2008

MAQISM IN CRISIS—3 O SHOW BUSINESS IN POLITICS by Robi Chakravorti—4 O MISPLACED
TARGETS by Manas Joardar—5 O INDUSTRIALIZATION DEBATE : SEARCHING FOR
ANTHROPOLOGICAL ROOTS by Abhijit Guha—8 O REMEMBERING D D KOSAMEI by
Ramkrishna Bhattacharya—14 OINDIAN LEFT-TRAFFED IN EFISTEMOLOGICAL CONUNDRUMS
by T G Jacob—17 O NATIOMNAL AND ETHNIC QUESTION IN THE PRESENT ERA by Pranjali
Bandhu—22 O COMMUMISM AND DEMOCRACY : A BREVISIONIST AGENDA by Sujit K Das—
& 0O THE LANGUAGE LABYRINTH by Sandip Bandyopadhyay—36 O VIOLENCE IN
CONTEMPORARY INDIA by Himanshu Roy—37 O SECULAR DEMOCRACY, SOCIALISM AND
BHASHANI by Peter Custers—40 O THERE IS AN ALTERMNATIVE by Anirban Biswas—50 O
TOWARDS A FOSSIL FUEL FREE SOCIETY by T Vijayendra—53 0O MAKING.OF THE
DEVELOPMENT (OF INDIA) : A RANDOM NOTE by Subhendu Dasgupta—58 O DEVELOPMENT
BY THE PECPLE, FOR THE PECPLE by Dipanjan Bai Chaudhuri—62 0O IFFI 2007-NON-
FEATURE FILMS by Abhijit Ghosh-Dastidar—64 O INDEPENDENT UNIONS : CHALLENGING
TRADITIONAL UNIOMNS? by Ismail Chaudhury—66 O A GREAT FRAUD by Madhusudan Pal—
69 O ECONOMIC CRISIS & MARKET TURBULENCE by S A Shah—&69

Editor : TIMIR BASU

Published weekly for Germinal Publications Pwvt. Ltd. by Timir Basu from
61, Mott Lane, Kolkata-700013 and FPrinted by him at
CALCUTTA BLOCK & PRINT, 52/2, Sikdar Bagan Street, Kolkata-700 004.
E-mail : frontierweekly @ hotmail.com / frontierweekly @ yahoo.co.in
Website : www.geocities.com/frontierweekly
Telephone : 2265-3202
[Typeset by THE D-COMLASER, 60 Sikdar Bagan Street, Kolkata-4, Fhone : 98301-58319]




FRONTIER

BANGLADESH

September 28-October 25, 2008

SECULAR DEMOCRACY,
SOCIALISM AND BHASHANI

Peter Custers

ET ME INITIATE THIS TRI-
bute to Maulana Bhashani by
recalling how | was personally
introduced to him now 34 years ago.
It was September 1973, when as a
young journalist and activist 1 was
taken to Santosh in Tangail by Masu
Bhai, my first political friend in
Bangladesh, who had close
connections with the underground
Sharbahara Party. [ had entered the
country just a few days before then,
determined that | was going to work
for revolutionary change here in
Bangladesh, following the great
example of the Latin American
revolutionary Che Guevara, whose
exploits as guerilla leader in Cuba
and Bolivia | had heard of during
my student days, Bhashani on that
particular day in September of 1973
when | travelled to Tangail was
holding a peasant Conference. .|
vividly recall that for the first time in
my life | was invited to dine together
with progressive political leaders of
Bangladesh, who lined up to sit with
crossed legs on the floor to take their
food from banana leaves, like the
Conference's peasant participants.
Although | do not have a written
record of all that the Maulana said
during the interview on that day, |
have always felt that the occasion
was the wvery occasion when | was
initiated into Bangladeshi politics.
Therefore, the message which
Bhashani gave me was deeply
imprinted in my mind. This message
was given in the form of
autobiographical facts regarding the
Maulana's early days as revolutionarny
activist. As Bhashani stated, in his
younger years-long before he became
a leader of the peasantry-he had
joined one of the ‘terrorist’ crganisa-

tions which in the first decade of the
20th century had launched armed
struggle against British colonial rule.
If 1 recall well, he mentioned the
famous underground organisation
Anusheelen. Travelling back to Dhaka
after the interview [ felt very puzzled
why the Maulana had emphasised
his history as a ‘terrorist. It is only
much later that | have come to
realize that Bhashani had reacted to
my visit with the psychological insight
of an experienced leader, who
cautions a young man against relying
one-sidedly on his emotional drive to
achieve social change overnight.
The Bhashani Parishad is going
to commemorate the fact that it is
now fifty years ago that Maulana
Bhashani held his historic Kagmari
Conference. An anthology will be
brought out on the occasion, and |
am delighted to contribute. I must,
however, admit from the start that
when | did meet Bhashani as a
young journalist-activist, in 1973, my
understanding of Bhashani's place in
the history of Bangladeshi politics
was poor, to say the least. | had duly
been informed, of course, by my
political friends, that Bhashani was
the most important living peasant
leader in the whole of Bangladesh,
who amongst others had held huge
Conferences of peasants with red
caps and sticks in the late 1960s, as
part of the people's ongoing struggle
against Pakistan's military domination
over East Bengal. Stll, my view
regarding Bhashani's politics at the
time was very blurred, in line with
the ideological prejudices that were
current among major sections of
Bangladesh's revolutionary Left.
These prejudices inevitably resulted
in an underestimation of the






